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Among the First Players.

Randle Ayrton played the Incaj Gertrude Kingston, Ermyntrude;
Alfred Drayton, the Hotel Manager; and Nigel (later Sir Nigel)
Playfair, the Waiter. Gertrude Kingston appeared as Ermyntrude
also in New York.

'An almost Historical Comedietta.'                           G. B. S.

The Inca is an insignificant derisory sketch of the
German Kaiser during the first world war.

Though compounded largely of impotent bombast, the
All-Highest Wilhelm II nevertheless provided thinkers of
those days with a dummy to wrap their thoughts around;
and we find Shaw, also in 1916, writing a short story called
The Emperor and the Little Girl for a Belgian war charity
for children, the Vestiaire Marie-Jose. Free from flippant
satire, this beautiful, even moving, little story comes strangely
from Shaw. Barrie, one feels, might have written it had
he ever experienced an unsweetened moment. The Inca
of Perusalem on the other hand is pure Shaw, and probably
the worse for it.

(34)                AUGUSTUS DOES HIS BIT
Written in 1916. First production by the Stage Society at the
Royal Court Theatre, London, on 2ist January 1917. First
American production (amateur) by the Drama League Players at
Poll's Theatre, Washington, D.C., on loth December 1917; first
professional production by John D. Williams at the Comedy Theatre,
New York, on I2th March 1919.
Among the First Players.
Lalla Vandervelde played The Lady; F, B, J, Sharpe, Augustus;
Charles Rock, Horatio. In New York these parts were pkyed
respectively by Merle Maddern, Herbert Druce, and Norman Trevor.
* A True-to-Life Farce.'                                          G. B. S.
No one, male or female, soldier or civilian, who has
known of or suffered from the red tape, complacency,
obstruction, and inefficiency to be found in all War Offices
in wartime (and in most other Government branches too for
that matter) will grudge this attack by Shaw with his coat
off. On the contrary, all concerned will applaud loudly